MORNING MEDITATION
Tuesday, Fourth Week of Easter

Your purpose in life is to find your purpose
and give your whole heart and soul to it.

Acts 11:19-26

The good news of Jesus reached the Greeks and a large number of them believed and
were converted to the Lord. Barnabas was sent, from Jerusalem, to minister to them. He
was a man full of the Spirit, who encouraged and brought Saul for Support in his
ministry. For the first time, here in Antioch, the disciples of Jesus were called Christians.
Be gracious and accept, gratefully, the support of others in your ministry!

Psalm 87

Zion shall say: “One and All were born in her;

And he, who has established her, is the Highest Lord.”
They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled:

“This man was born there.”

And all shall sing, in their festive dance:

“My home is within you”.

John 10:22-30

It was the festival of the Dedication, Festival of lights or Hanukkah. King Antiochus
Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.) of Syria decide to eliminate the Jewish religion and introduce
everything Greek into Palestine. Many Jews died resisting this move of Antiochus. The
Maccabaeus brothers began a revolution, fought a good fight and finally won the
struggle in 164 B.C. and in that year the temple and all that was used in the temple were
purified. It was to remember this event that this Feast of Dedication was introduced — it
was actually a rededication of the temple.

It was here in the temple, at this festival of lights, they asked Jesus, again, whether he
really was the Messiah. Jesus affirmed his claim again. Some accepted it and others
walked away. To those who accepted it, Jesus promised eternal life, a life that is full and
safe. This is possible because of the intimacy that he has with the Father. Jesus said to
them, “l and the Father are one”. All are safe in the arms of the loving Father, whom
Jesus revealed.

Acceptance of Jesus and growing in intimacy with Him guarantees intimacy with God,
our father.



Saint of the Day, May 13 - Our Lady of Fatima and 14 other saints are
remembered this day.

Beginning in the spring of 1917, three Portuguese children - Francisco and Jacinta Marto
and their cousin Lucia dos Santos - received apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria near
Fatima, Portuhgal. At that time, Europe was involved in an extremely bloody war.
Portugal itself was in political turmoil, having overthrown its monarchy in 1910; the
government disbanded religious organizations soon after.

At the first appearance, Mary asked the children to return to that spot on the thirteenth
of each month for the next six months. She also asked them to learn to read and write
and to pray the rosary “to obtain peace for the world and the end of the war.” They
were to pray for sinners and for the conversion of Russia, which had recently
overthrown Czar Nicholas Il and was soon to fall under communism. Up to 90,000
people gathered for Mary’s final apparition on October 13, 1917. The title Our Lady of
Fatima was given to the Virgin Mary as a result, and the Sanctuary of Fatima became a
major center of world Christian pilgrimage.

Mary gave the children three secrets. Following the deaths of Francisco and Jacinta in
1919 and 1920 respectively, Lucia revealed the first secret in 1927. It concerned
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The second secret was a vision of hell. When
Lucia grew up she became a Carmelite nun and died in 2005 at the age of 97.

Pope John Paul Il directed the Holy See’s Secretary of State to reveal the third secret in
2000; it spoke of a “bishop in white” who was shot by a group of soldiers who fired
bullets and arrows into him. Many people linked this vision to the assassination attempt
against Pope John Paul Il in St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981.

The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was approved by the local bishop in 1930; it was added
to the Church’s worldwide calendar in 2002.
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