MORNING MEDITATION
Tuesday, First Week of Advent

Everyone has been made for some particular work and the desire for

that work has been put in every heart.
(Rumi)

Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the power and the virtue of the promised king in whom the promise of
God would be fulfilled. The spirit of the Lord will bless and empower this chosen king to
be a man of virtue beyond all ordinary human understanding. The spirit of the Lord will
rest on him and empower him with gifts. The Church’s tradition lists seven gifts of the
Holy Spirit as Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of
the Lord, as described in this excerpt from Isaiah (Is. 11:1-2). Isaiah saw them as God’s
gifts to the king for the service of his people. We see them today as gifts for the
common good - for the benefit of the community, and not for personal gain/profit.

The list of gifts, as seen above, does not imply that there are no other gifts from the
Spirit of God. There are as many gifts as there are people. The list could be seen and
understood as inclusive of all gifts that God gives to each of us. It is up to each of us to
open ourselves, discern and discover our own gifts with which we are gifted. We are
gifted persons, a gifted Community, and a gifted Church.

We are gifted with the Holy Spirit and spirited with His gifts. BE GRATEFUL. The Holy
Spirit calls us to develop these gifts, share them with others and use them for the
service of the Community.

Psalm 72

O God, with your judgment endow the king,
And with your justice, the king’s son;

He shall govern your people with justice
And your afflicted ones with judgment.

Luke 10:21-24.

Jesus had sent the disciples out on their first mission. They returned and reported to
him all that they had done...they preached good news, cast out evil spirits, etc. As he
listened to them, he was moved to pray with gratitude for the wonderful gift of the
Father to the simple people who answered his call. He invited the disciples to be
grateful. God continues to reveal himself through simple and humble people.



Let us rejoice and be grateful for the ongoing revelation of God and God’s ways
through the many people, events, and situations in our own life.

Saint of the Day, December 2 - St. Bibiana and 7 other saints are
remembered this day.

We know very little about St. Bibiana. Tradition tells us that, in the year 363, she
suffered persecution under the then governor of Rome. She was the daughter of
Christians, Flavian, a Roman knight, and Dafrosa, his wife. Flavian was tortured and sent
into exile, where he died of his wounds. Dafrosa was beheaded, and their two
daughters, Bibiana and Demetria, were stripped of their possessions and left to suffer
poverty. However, they remained in their house, spending their time in fasting and
prayer. Demetria, after confessing her Faith, fell dead at the feet of the governor
Aproinanus. St. Bibiana was placed in the hands of a wicked woman called Rufina, who
in vain endeavored to seduce her. She used blows as well as persuasion, but Bibiana
remained faithful. Enraged at the constancy of this saintly virgin, Apronianus ordered
her to be tied to a pillar and beaten with scourges, laden with lead plummets, until she
expired. The saint endured the torments with joy, and died under the blows inflicted by
the hands of the executioner.
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