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Brothers and Sisters,

Our Scripture readings today, the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, call us to be witnesses of
Jesus Christ. The Prophet Isaiah was told, “I will make you a light to the nations that my
salvation may reach the ends of the earth.” (First reading) The responsorial Psalm (Psalm 40)
speaks of announcing God’s justice to the vast Assembly. Paul encourages the Corinthians to
give witness to their faith as they wait for the return of the Lord (Second Reading). John the
Baptist steps aside and gives witness to Christ, “Behold the lamb of God... | have seen and
testified that he is the son of God.” (Gospel reading)

Before the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven, His last words were, “You will receive power when
the holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8). Witnessing was a command, not a choice.
The disciples boldly testified, “we were eyewitnesses from the beginning” (Luke 1:2).

The late Pope Francis reminds us, “Christianity is not a school of ideas or a collection of
beautiful temples and lovely art; it is a living people who follow Jesus and gives witness to him
every day. We are not a religion of ideas, of pure theology, of beautiful things and
commandments. No, we are a people who follow Jesus Christ and gives witness -- that is, want
to give witness to Jesus Christ -- and this witness sometimes ends up being giving one's life."

A witness testifies to what is seen or heard and verifies what is true. In court, a witness must
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help him God. Isaiah says,
“the Lord says, | will make you a light to the nations.” He witnesses to what he heard. John the
Baptist says, “l saw the spirit come down like a dove from heaven and rest upon him.” He
witnesses to what he saw. It takes humility and courage to step aside and give witness to
someone else and to let another have the first place.

Several factors may prevent us from witnessing. Cultural pressure makes people hesitant. Many
assume that witnessing creates intolerance. Witnessing about the cross of Christ is foolishness
to those who don’t believe. The fear of losing friends silences a witness. The insecurity of not
having the right answers for other religions prevents some from sharing their faith. In many
parts of the world, persecution is a threat. Other times a lack of conviction prevents us from
witnessing. The failure to live a consistent Christian life negates a convincing witness. We must
pray that God make us all faithful witnesses and have the courage to give witness.
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If you were on trial and needed character witnesses, you would want people who would speak
favorably of you and who were capable of describing experiences in which they saw your traits,
virtues, and character in action. You would want them to speak from the heart. You would want
them to share stories in which they were personally impacted by you. You would want people
who could convince a jury that you were someone who could be trusted and whose witness
could be trusted. We need conviction, courage and humility to be effective witnesses.

We have the witness of Jesus to inspire us. Jesus stepped aside and gave honor and praise to
the Father. He said that his will was the Will of the Father. After the miracle of the loaves,
feeding the five thousand, he withdrew from the situation where people were going to force
him to be their king (John 6: 15). He did not wait around to be honored, praised or thanked. He
kept moving from place to place proclaiming good news, forgiving sinners, healing the sick,
casting our demons, etc. Even in the midst of proclaiming the kingdom, he became aware of the
hunger of people and asked the disciples to feed them (John 6:5ff).

Jesus prayed to the Father, “forgive them, they know not what they do” - making excuses for
his persecutors. All his visits after the resurrection are examples of being other-centered. He
wanted to strengthen the faith of his men and get them out of their fears. There is much more
we can reflect on the kindness, generosity and “other-centeredness” of Jesus that gave witness
to the Father’s love for us.

We have the witness of Mary to inspire us. Mary had just received the amazing news, from the
angel, that she was going to have a baby through the power of the Holy Spirit and that she was
to name him Jesus (Luke 1:26ff). The angel also told her about her cousin Elizabeth having a
baby in her old age. Mary did not blow the trumpet to get attention for this unbelievable gift.
Instead, she left her house, went to her cousin and cared for her. At the marriage feast in Cana,
Mary stepped into the disappointment of the family as they ran out of wine and invited them to
listen to her son. Throughout her life, Mary stepped aside for her son and for her people.

We also have the witness of Joseph, John the Baptist, St. Maximilian Kolbe, St. Lawrence,

St. Josaphat and many others who gave amazing witness to Jesus Christ. St. Josephat, for
example, offered himself in the place of the servants being beaten by an angry crowd and the
crowd hit him with an ax, shot him and threw him in the river. With his life, he gave witness to
his faith and stirred into flame the faith of many others. His witness was costly!

| want to encourage you to take a few moments each day of this week to be still and to reflect
on how your day has been. Reflect on how you have been giving witness to your faith as you
went about doing your daily chores and fulfilling your responsibilities.

God bless you and your family.

Fr. Gus Tharappel, msfs

Scroll down to read the reflections on the Scripture readings of todays’ mass....



The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 15, 2023

If we want it to have real meaning and fulfilment, as you want and as you deserve,
| say to each one of you, “Put on faith”, and your life will take on a new flavor,
it will have a compass to show you the way; “put on hope” and every one of your days
will be enlightened and your horizon will no longer be dark, but luminous; “put on love”,
and your life will be like a house built on rock, your journey will be joyful,

because you will find many friends to journey with you.
(Pope Francis)

Collect

Almighty ever-living God,

who govern all things,

both in heaven and on earth,

mercifully hear the pleading of your people

and bestow your peace on our times.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Liturgy of the Word

Prayerfully read the first reading and then read my reflections below and spend a few moments
of personal reflection. Do the same with Responsorial Psalm and other readings.

If you want to conquer the anxieties and tensions of life
and find serenity within, live in the present moment
and leave the rest in the hands of the Lord.

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6

Isaiah encountered disappointments and began to feel that he had wasted his time and had
worked for nothing. He came out of this experience with renewed faith in his calling. He also
gained new insights about his vocation which gave him strength. He had an intense experience
of being called by God even before his birth, “from his mother’s womb”, to be a “servant” and
much more.......to be a light to the nations... that salvation “may reach the ends of the earth”.

Take a moment.... reflect on being called and sent to be a light to the nations!



Psalm 40

Psalm 40 is a thanksgiving psalm combined with a lament that appears also in Psalm 70. The
psalmist reflects on being rescued or raised up from the swampy underworld to firm ground
where one can praise God. All who trust God will experience his provident care. Real
thanksgiving is not animal sacrifice but open and joyful proclamation of salvation. The psalm
ends with a prayer for protection.

I have waited, waited for the Lord,

And he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
And he put a new song into my mouth

A hymn to our God.

1 Corinthians 1:1-3

Paul addressed the Corinthian community as the “Church of God in Corinth”, waiting for the
revelation of Christ. They are not just a local community, they are “Church of God”, they are the
body of Christ present in Corinth. Paul sent them his greetings and expressed his gratitude for
the many gifts of God in this community and encouraged them to use the gifts well.
Perseverance in waiting for the coming of the Lord is not easy. So, he encouraged the
community to stand strong in their faith and pray with confidence. “God will strengthen you to
the end so that you will be blameless....... God is faithfull

Be strong.... Be faithful.... Persevere in all your efforts!

Trust in God’s faithful presence in your life.

John 1:29-34

John the Baptist claimed that one “greater than I” was coming. When the “greater” person,
Jesus, came, John stepped aside and said: “he must increase, | must decrease”.

John saw his mission as preparing the way of the Lord. He called people to conversion and wait
for the good news. John was unafraid of “disappearing” - of not being recognized or admired or
being the center of attention.

For many of us, being quiet, unassuming and humble becomes very difficult as we tend to
crave for attention, recognition, acceptance, etc. from others.

Desiring other’s “increase” and stepping aside so that another may take credit or honor
becomes a problem for many.



Reflect on “stepping aside” and letting others have the honor!

John gave his testimony about who Jesus was and is for him. He testified that Jesus was the one
God sent to baptize with the Holy Spirit.

Reflect on your call to testify to who Jesus is for you in your own way where you are, in the
context of your own personal life!

Saints of the Day, January 18 - St. Charles of Sezze and 17 other saints are
remembered this day.

Saint Charles of Sezze was born Giancarlo Marchioni on October 19, 1613 in Sezze, Italy, to
poor farmers. He grew up with a devotion to St. Francis through the encouragement of his
mother. He worked on the farm as a shepherd to help his parents to plough the fields. He made
a private vow to remain chaste in 1630 and in 1633 fell ill to the point of near death. He
pledged to join the Order of Friars Minor if he were to be healed of his ailment. His parents
encouraged his vocation to become a priest but he was a poor student. He could not read or
write much. So, there was little hope of succeeding in advanced studies.

He became a religious in the Order of Friars Minor despite the opposition of his parents who
wanted him to become a priest and he led an austere life. He lived the life of a religious and
never requested ordination to the priesthood despite the protests of his parents to do so. He
worked in various friaries as a cook, served as a porter, and worked as a sacristan and gardener.
He also went out into the streets as a beggar. Though he kept himself under the guidance of a
spiritual director, he himself - though not a priest - was often sought for spiritual advice and
even Pope Innocent X and Alexander VIl sought him out for advice. Pope Clement IX summoned
him to his deathbed for comfort and a blessing not long before the two men died. He died on
January 6, 1670 in the convent attached to San Francesco a Ripa in Rome. Pope John XXIII
canonized him on April 12, 1959.

Fr. Gus Tharappel, msfs

“Put on Christ!” in your life, and you will find a friend in whom you can always trust;
“put on Christ” and you will see the wings of hope spreading
and letting you journey with joy towards the future; “put on Christ”

and your life will be full of his love; it will be a fruitful life.
(Pope Francis)



