
CELEBRATE SABBATH 
Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Simplicity makes it possible for you to be who you are  

and to be that very well. 

 

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 
 

Around 609 B.C. when Judah was being invaded, there was widespread idolatry and 

political turmoil. Habakkuk began to reflect on many serious questions: Why does God 

allow evil? Why do the innocent suffer at the hands of the wicked?   

 

This seems to be the first time that someone questioned the ways of God and calling God 

to account for his government of the world. The conclusion of the dialogue was: The just 

may suffer - But the just shall live eternally because of their faith - Good will triumph. 

 

Psalm 95 
 
This psalm is well known. It is part of the morning prayer of the Church. By the end of the OT 

period, the temple covered a large area. One reached its first gate by ascending a broad flight of 

steps. Then having gone through the gates at the top (Ps.24), the worshiper entered the court of 

the Gentiles, an open space, colonnaded round its walls. Into it anyone could enter, Jew or 

Gentile. Having crossed over this courtyard, one entered another court, into which Jewish women 

were allowed to accompany their men folk. But only the male Jew could go into the next court.  

 

The division between these three courts is what St. Paul says Jesus broke down, for in Christ 

there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither male nor female (Gal. 3:28). The lay worshiper could go 

no further. Entry into the final court was for the priests alone. Even this was broken down 

eventually. During the reformation in Europe, the railing was removed which had prevented the 

laity form approaching right up to the Altar and finally after the second Vatican Council in our 

catholic tradition.  This is not because the priest had become mere laymen. It was because all 

people were granted what belonged to them in the first place by their call in OT times “a kingdom 

of priests” (Ex.19:6) and by Baptism anointed “priest, prophet and king”. 

 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; 

Let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, 

Let us joyfully sing psalms to him. 

 

2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 
 

Paul begins this letter with a profound prayer: “May grace, mercy and peace from God 

the Father and from Christ Jesus our Lord be with you” …... “I thank God…. whenever I 

remember you in my prayer…night and day”.  

 

Make this prayer your prayer today. 



 

He encouraged Timothy to “stir into flame the gift of God….and never be ashamed of 

witnessing to the Lord…” and to bear hardship for the Gospel…  

 

Fan into flame the spark that is within you! 

 

Luke 17:5-10   

 

Jesus had offered several challenges to his disciples (Luke 16 and 17:1-5). He told his 

disciples that scandals would happen, but do not scandalize anyone. He advised them to 

be careful not to send a younger or weaker person on the wrong way! He taught them to 

learn to correct the erring brother, but to be generous and gracious and forgiving. He 

demanded that their standard of forgiveness must immeasurably exceed the best the 

world can achieve! Faced with these overwhelming challenges, the apostles asked Jesus 

for an “increase of faith”. 

 

The imageries of mustard seed and sycamore tree seem to imply that the apostles 

possessed the “gift” of faith. All they had to do was to live it, unwrap the gift they 

had, translate it into action and see to its maintenance and care - they had to 

nurture it and give it life.  

 

Stir into flame the gift of faith.  Keep the prayer going: Lord, increase our faith. 

 

Jesus uses the example of a servant, who comes in from the filed after a day’s work, 

being asked to do more work. Should this servant expect gratitude from his master for 

doing his duty? The featured servant is doing double duty, more than expected of him, 

more than his assigned duty. The servant is to see this “call beyond duty” as a gift, an 

honor and an expression of the master’s gratitude.  

 

The gift of faith and the relationship that grows from it makes it possible for us to 

understand this attitude. Be like the Master, Jesus, who came to serve and serve 

generously.  

 

Saint of the day, October 2 - Guardian Angels and 11 other saints are 

remembered this day 

 
Angels are mentioned many times in the Bible. They had a powerful presence in our 

history and in our heritage of faith. Each of them is God’s messenger and in some way 

represents God’s presence to the believer. Christians have always believed that every 

person has a guardian or protecting angel. This belief has its roots in the Hebrew culture 

and traditions.  

 

The Jews were so impressed with God’s individual/personal care that they believed that 

every blade of grass had a guardian angel. So, no one needs to fear for each one can say, 

“God cares for me. He has assigned me a guardian angel”. The mission of the angel is to 

assist, guide and protect each person on his/her journey to God. 



 
Remembrance of Guardian angels is a profound proclamation: God cares for me, 

personally as an individual and not just another person in the crowd.  
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