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CELEBRATE SABBATH 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

A vocabulary of truth and simplicity will be of service throughout life. 
(Winston Churchill) 

 

Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 
 

The power of Jeremiah’s witness caused many of his contemporaries to reform their ways 

and return in fidelity to their God. However, many others rejected Jeremiah’s message 

and tried to silence him permanently. He was thrown into the Cistern to die because he 

spoke God’s word. But “the word of God will not be suppressed, nor will those who 

speak it and witness to it with their lives” - this is the whole premise of Jeremiah’s life. 

“The word of God is like fire burning in my heart......imprisoned in my bones, I must 

speak it, I can not hold it in” (Jeremiah 20:8-9 & 23:29). Jeremiah was on fire with the 

word of God and nothing could stop him. 

 

Get in touch with the fire burning in your heart....If you don’t feel the fire within, 

pray for an awakening to that fire. Pray for a “yearning” for that fire of God. 

 

Psalm 40 
 

Psalm 40 is a thanksgiving psalm combined with a lament that appears also in Psalm 70. 

The psalmist reflects on being rescued or raised up from the swampy underworld to firm 

ground where one can praise God. All who trust God will experience his provident care. 

Real thanksgiving is not animal sacrifice but open and joyful proclamation of salvation. 

The psalm ends with a prayer for protection.  

 

I have waited, waited for the Lord and he stooped toward me. 

The Lord heard my cry. 

He drew me out of the pit of destruction, out of the mud of the swamp 

He set my feet upon a crag; he made firm my steps. 

 

Hebrews 12:1-4 
 

The author encourages us to keep our “eyes fixed on Jesus” and keep “running the race” 

which lies ahead. Jesus endured the cross and its shame and did not give up. It is up to us 

to persevere in our efforts and follow the example of Jesus and be faithful.  

 

Disciples of Christ must persevere in running the race, must stay focused on Jesus. 

 

Luke 12:49-53 
 

Jesus proclaimed that he came to cast fire upon the earth. To the Jews, fire was a symbol 

of judgment. The Jews believed themselves to be the favorites, the special people of God 
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and that they would be judged by a different standard from the rest of humanity. The 

coming of Jesus was a time of judgment of the ‘earth”, of all people and not just the Jews. 

The Jews waited for the Messiah, conqueror and King. To them, Jesus spoke of the 

terrible experience he would go through - a time of tension and conflict that he would 

have to go through, “I have a baptism to be baptized with” - the cross was before his eyes 

as he continued his journey to Jerusalem. How different this is from the idea of a 

conqueror King! Jesus came not with avenging armies, but giving His life so that we may 

have life to its fullness. 

 

His coming meant division and it still could mean division for us because loyalty to 

Christ has to take precedence over the dearest loyalties of this world. To choose 

Christ could mean denial of other things and other loyalties!  

 

Discipleship involves the readiness to tread the lonely road, to bear people’s dislike 

or even hatred, to accept inconvenience, discomfort, pain, suffering, etc. 

 

Jesus talks about the cost of discipleship with startling honesty. It costs much to be a 

disciple of Jesus. The disciple must be ready to share in all aspects of the Master’s saving 

mission. Being a disciple could mean division, separation even from loved ones. The 

disciple must be ready to take up the cross, be regarded as a criminal and die with no 

glory, no fame, no name, no wealth……and may, even rejection from loved ones. 

 

Be prepared to welcome and accept the pain and the loss that come with being 

faithful to your call…… 

 

Jesus proclaimed that he came to cast fire upon the earth. Throughout the Scriptures, fire 

is used to symbolize the divine presence. Moses had to approach the burning bush; 

Isaiah’s lips were purified by burning torches; Slaves, running from Egypt into the 

freedom of the promised land, saw the pillar of fire at night as a sign of the  protecting,  

freeing,  guiding and saving presence of God; tongues of fire rested on the frightened 

Apostles and  rekindled  their courage and conviction; Peter speaks of the fire of God as a 

source of purification, something that refines our faith; the Prophet Malachi says, "He 

shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver."; the Author of the letter to the Hebrews refers 

to God as a “consuming fire”  and there is more and more about the fire and the flame 

and the light......the gentle light, the quiet fire, the glowing flame, the consuming fire, the 

purifying fire! 

 

Within all of us, the fire of God continues to flicker, even when we do not see it glow. 

You don’t have to be a Jeremiah! Or a John the Baptist! You just have to be yourself! 

Rediscover the spark within and fan it into flame….. 

 

 

Saint of the day, August 14 - St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe and 808 other 

saints are remembered this day 
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Rajmund Kolbe was born on January 8, 1894 in Zduńska Wola, in the Kingdom of 

Poland, which was then part of the Russian Empire. In 1907 Rajmund and his elder 

brother Francis joined the Conventual Franciscans. Rajmund was allowed to enter the 

novitiate, where he was given the religious name Maximilian. He professed his first vows 

in 1911, and final vows in 1914, adopting the additional name of Maria (Mary). 

 

Maximilian was sent to Rome in 1912, where he earned a doctorate in philosophy and 

theology from Pontifical Universities.  In October 1917, Maximillian and six other friars 

formed the Militia Immaculata with the goal of using every possible means to promote 

total consecration to Mary.  

 

In 1918, Maximilian was ordained a priest. In July 1919 he returned to Poland, which 

was newly independent. He was active in promoting the veneration of the Immaculate 

Virgin Mary. Around that time, as well as earlier in Rome, he suffered from tuberculosis, 

which forced him to take a lengthy leave of absence from his teaching duties.  

 

Between 1930 and 1933, Maximilian undertook a series of missions to East Asia - China, 

Japan and India, where he founded monasteries. He returned to Poland in 1933 for a 

general chapter of the order in Krakow. Poor health forced Kolbe to stay in Poland.  

 

After the outbreak of World War II, Maximilian was one of the few friars who remained 

in the monastery, where he organized a temporary hospital. After the town was captured 

by the Germans, he was arrested by them but released after a few months. Upon his 

release he continued work at his friary, where he and other friars provided shelter to 

refugees from Greater Poland, including 2,000 Jews whom he hid from German 

persecution.  

 

On 17 February 1941, the monastery was shut down by the German authorities. That day 

Maximilian Kolbe and four others were arrested by the Gestapo and imprisoned in the 

Pawiak prison and later transferred to Auschwitz as prisoner 16670. Continuing to act as 

a priest, he was subjected to violent harassment, including beating and lashings. At the 

end of July 1941, one prisoner escaped from the camp, prompting the deputy camp 

commander, to pick ten men to be starved to death in an underground bunker to deter 

further escape attempts. When one of the selected men, Franciszek Gajowniczek, cried 

out, "My wife! My children!", Maximilian volunteered to take his place.  

 

After they had been starved and deprived of water for two weeks, only Maximilian 

remained alive. The guards wanted the bunker emptied, so they gave Maximilian a lethal 

injection of carbolic acid. He died on August 14, 1941. His remains were cremated on 15 

August, the feast day of the Assumption of Mary. He was canonized on October 10, 1982 

by Pope John Paul II. 

 

 

Fr. Gus Tharappel, msfs 
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